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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PINT, UR, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON BREZHNEV'S HEALTH 
REF: BONN 8512(NOTAL) 

1 . DURING SPECIAL QUADRIPARTITE BRIEFING, FRG AMBASSADOR 
WIECK PROVIDED PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS OF BREZHNEV'S 
PERFORMANCE AND HEALTH DURING FRG VISIT. WIECK ATTENDED 
ALL MEETINGS EXCEPT PRIVATE TALKS AND BREZHNEV'S MEETINGS 
WITH LEADERS OF POLITICAL PARTIES. WIECK ALSO SPENT SOME 
SIX HOURS IN CAR WITH BREZHNEV, ON TRIPS TO AND FROM 
BREZHNEV'S RESIDENCE OUTSIDE OF BONN. 

2. WIECK OFFERED FOLLOWING GENERAL COMMENTS ON BREZHNEV: 

-HE DISPLAYED A STRONG SENSE OF OBLIGATION TO MEET 
HIS SCHEDULE; ONE ONE OCCASION WHEN BREZHNEV SUGGESTED 
THAT TWO MEETINGS SLATED FOR NEXT DAY BE DELAYED BY ONE 
HOUR, HE REPEATEDLY VOICED DESIRE THAT PROPOSAL NOT BE 
MADE IF IT WOULD CAUSE INCONVENIENCE FOR HIS HOSTS; 

-THERE WERE NUMEROUS INDICATIONS OF HIS ADVANCED AGE 
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AND ' RELATIVELY POOR HEALTH" (DETAILS BELOW); 

-ALTHOUGH BREZHNEV READ FROM A PAPER IN ALL FORMAL 
MEETINGS, HE SEEMED TO HAVE GOOD GRASP OF MAIN SUBSTANTIVE 
POINTS; HE WOULD DEVIATE AND EXTRAPOLATE FROM HIS PAPER 
BUT SEEMED UNCOMFORTABLE WITHOUT HAVING PAPER IN FRONT 
OF HIM; WIECK S OVERALL IMPRESSION WAS THAT BREZHNEV 
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LACKED THE MENTAL FLEXIBILITY REQUIRED TO VERBALIZE HIS 
POSITIONS ON BASIS OF BRIEF NOTES, BUT KNEW THOROUGHLY 
WHAT HE WAS READING AND CERTAINLY AGREED WITH WHAT WAS 
IN HIS PAPERS; 

-BREZHNEV HAD DIFFICULTY WITH HIS MEMORY WHEN MATTERS 
SUCH AS SCHEDULING WERE INVOLVED. HE WOULD ASK REPEATEDLY 
ABOUT UPCOMING SCHEDULE (I.E., WHOM HE WAS TO MEET AND 
WHEN) AND WOULD SOMETIMES CONFUSE THE DAYS ON WHICH 
PARTICULAR EVENTS WERE TO OCCUR. ON SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS, 
HOWEVER, HE SEEMED QUITE ALERT AND HAD EXCELLENT MEMORY, 
AT LEAST IN GENERAL TERMS; 

-WIECK'S OVERALL IMPRESSION WAS THAT, WHILE BREZHNEV 
NEEDED THE 'PROP'' OF A TEXT FOR HIS OFFICIAL DISCUSSIONS 
AND HAD TROUBLE REMEMBERING THE DETAILS OF ARRANGEMENTS, 
HE WAS IN FULL COMMAND OF THE SUBSTANTIVE ASPECTS OF THE 
VISIT. WIECK TOTALLY RULED OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
BREZHNEV'S STAFF COULD "SLIP IN" SUBSTANTIVE PAPERS WITH 
WHICH BREZHNEV DID NOT AGREE WITHOUT THE LATTER KNOWING 
SO IMMEDIATELY; 

-IN THIS CONNECTION, WIECK NOTED THAT GROMYKO'S ROLE 
WAS DEFINITELY THAT OF A SUPPORTING CHARACTER CONCERNED 
THAT THE VISIT BE SUCCESSFUL (FOR EXAMPLE, GROMYKO 
DISCUSSED WITH GENSCHER ONLY THOSE CONTENTIOUS ISSUES 
THAT BREZHNEV HAD ALREADY RAISED AND ADDED NONE ON HIS 
OWN). THE ENTIRE PARTY, WIECK ADDED. CLEARLY DEFERRED 
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TO BREZHNEV AND CONVEYED NOT THE SLIGHTEST HINT OF 
DISPARAGEMENT OF HIS POSITION OR CAPACITY TO EXERCISE IT. 

3. WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO BREZHNEV'S HEALTH, WIECK 
COMMENTED THAT: 

-BREZHNEV SEEMED PARTICULARLY FATIGUED DURING FIRST 
DAY, AND APPEARED CONFUSED BY TIME CHANGE (ASKING SEVERAL 
TIMES, FOR EXAMPLE, WHAT TIME IT WAS IN MOSCOW), AND 
EXHIBITING SOME DISCOMFORT FROM DIFFERENT SCHEDULE OF 
MEALS; 

-HE HAD OBVIOUS AND ON ONE OCCASION EMBARRASSING 
PROBLEMS WITH HIS DENTURES, WHICH ADVERSELY AFFECTED HIS 
PRONUNCIATION; 

-HE DRANK VODKA (SOMETIMES COPIOUSLY) AND IUICE, BUT 
NO WINE OR CHAMPAGNE. HE REFRAINED FROM SMOKING, BUT 
WHILE IN THE CAR INSTRUCTED HIS AIDE TO SMOKE AND BLOW IT 
HIS WAY; 

-HE HAD DIFFICULTY RISING FROM A SITTING POSITION, 
PARTICULARLY WHEN HIS CHAIR WAS LOW; 

-AT TIMES HIS GAIT WAS SLOW AND DELIBERATE, ALTHOUGH 
AT OTHER TIMES IT SEEMED MORE NORMAL; 
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-HE USED HIS HEARING AID THROUGHOUT AND OBVIOUSLY 
NEEDED IT. 

4. ENROUTE TO MEETINGS VIA AUTOMOBILE, BREZHNEV SEEMED 
PREOCCUPIED WITH GETTING THROUGHTS IN ORDER FOR THE MEETING 
AND OCCASIONALLY CONSULTED HIS TALKING POINTS. HE SEEMED 
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MORE RELAXED AFTER MEETINGS, AND SHOWED PARTICULAR 
INTEREST IN CARS, HUNTING, AND AGRICULTURE (PROMPTED BY 
LOOKING OUT OF CAR WINDOW AT FIELDS AND CROPS). HE SHOWED 
NO PARTICULAR INTEREST IN BUILDINGS OR INDUSTRIAL INSTALLA- 
TIONS. ABOVE ALL, HE EXHIBITED KEEN INTEREST IN REACTIONS 
OF PEOPLE ON STREET TO HIS MOTORCADE, AND WOULD BREAK 
OFF CONVERSATIONS IN PROGRESS TO WAVE TO PUBLIC AND 
STUDY THEIR REACTIONS. TOON 
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